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THE EARLY 1980'S (continued)
THE BIG NIGHT – DECEMBER 3, 1982
Five months of talking, meetings, planning, writing, and discussions have
brought the group of ten, the founding members to this evening of decision on
whether or not the anticipated group of IH retirees will join and support the
soon-to-be announced IH CANADA MANAGERIAL RETIREES CLUB.
Obviously, it was extremely well supported and to the amazement of some, it
has lasted thirty-five years and it continues to be very active.
Gordon McBride was the photographer for the evening and his photos were put
into a book, made available for circulation to the Directors, and would
eventually be part of the club's historical record. The pictures were of high
quality and caught the spirit of the evening. The book went missing! An
enquiry has been made with current members but unfortunately, nobody has
any recollection of it. One last plea, "If anyone has this book or knows its
whereabouts we would certainly appreciate hearing from you."

Guest, Charlie Munro, and John Colby look like they are enjoying the evening.
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The first major venture -- the 1982 Christmas party and dance is a financial
success as well. It is interesting to review the expense items back in 1982.
Ticket Sales
Name Tags and felt pens
Guest Book
Printing Dinner Tickets
Stamps
Santa Suit rental
Flowers
Disc Jockey
Gifts for ladies draw
Long Distance Calls
Dinner, Wine and Room Rental
TOTALS
PROFT ON FUNCTION

$ 2,560.00
$

13.77
3.97
16.05
3.00
15.00
80.25
100.00
150.00
23.98
2,062.68
2,468.70

2,560.00

$ 91.30

In addition to new members, receipts and the original ten founding members,
deposit reflected a favourable bank balance at year-end of $1,488.67.
Members recorded for the year were 137. For a new club those figures are not
bad.
In the early years, membership totals in the club, or their success in
membership, was measured against the total available retirees. The 137
original members represented 32.2% of the 425 available retirees at that time.
Today we do not use this measurement, as we do not know the available
retirees. However, we do have a database listing all members that have ever
joined the club, men and women and includes active and non-active, it totals
1,533 members, vs. 369 or 24% that are active. We think the 1,533 is
outstanding!
Another issue that causes some confusion is in the early years, wives of
members were not included in the total, but they have been included since
1993. 1997 was the first year we recorded associate members. Up to 1992, we
counted only retirees/surviving spouses as members, or, we used addresses to
count the number of members. Sounds complicated.
As of July 31, 2017, we tracked households, 359 members at 222 addresses.
Obviously, we track members that have not paid the current year's club dues,
and the widows number thirty-seven of our current membership.
Membership could take up a chapter in a book, so we will leave it alone for now
and possibly get back to it in a future article.
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The Ponderosa Motor Hotel
As we wind down our articles on the early 1980's we would be remiss not to
include some comments on the early Ponderosa Motor Hotel in Burlington,
Ontario. It was located at 2412 Queensway Drive, just off Guelph line and the
Q.E.W. It was within walking distance from the IH Parts Depot on Guelph
Line. It was torn down and replaced with a new Best Western Plus, commonly
called the Burlington Inn and Suites.

PONDEROSA MOTOR HOTEL EARLY 1982 - FIRST HOME OF THE IH CANADA MANAGERIAL
RETIREES CLUB
You will recall the first meeting was back in the summer of 1982, at
McDonald's but the second meeting, September 20th, the third meeting
October 18, the fourth meeting October 26, the fifth meeting November 23 and
the big night of December 3, 1982 marked the sixth event meeting at the
Ponderosa. They continued to have their directors meeting at the Ponderosa
into 1983, and then they are reported to have gone to McDonald's on Guelph
Line until securing a meeting place at the current location at the Rotary Youth
Centre on Guelph Line.
We should all pause for a moment and think back to when we joined the
retirees club. When you joined what was the special interest you had in the
club? What was going on back in your day? What has made the club
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successful? The success of the club is not likely to be any one item but a
combination of things. In Ontario, we have the advantage of people in the area
that can support a lunch, dinner or picnic and the social hour is as important
today as it has been in the past years. The coffee club is open Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 9:00 to 11:00 am every week and continues to
be supported. The stories told at both the luncheons and the coffee club
continue but as our memories become shorter, the stories seem to get longer
and are told repeatedly. Such are those sweet memories.
The reporters or communicators have changed over the years but their
mandate has not and they continue to report what is going on in every corner
of Canada. Without them, we would lose contact with one another. This
information is collected, edited, and re-edited, typed, photographs are inserted
into what we call the "Newsletter," and circulated to each active member on a
quarterly basis. A strong and continuous board of directors has kept the club
financially sound with good direction. All of these items add up to our success.
However, one last ingredient has not yet been mentioned. The people of
International Harvester Company had a very sincere appreciation for one
another and to the responsibilities they had to the company. Some left the
company to enter dealerships selling the IH product and became very
successful. Therefore, it is time we saluted ourselves in the success of this
club.
It is time now that we push on and hopefully celebrate another milestone. Let
the celebrations begin!

You will see this familiar logo as time passes!
Warren Brewer
Club Historian.
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